
REDACTED - FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION 

June 24, 2016 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

ATTENTION: WIRELINE COMPETION BUREAU 

RE: Form 481 ETC filing pursuant to Sections 54.313 and 54.422 
SAC 351157, IA, Ellsworth Cooperative Telephone Association 
Connect America Fund WC Dockets 10-90, 11-42 and 14-58 

Dear Secretary Dortch: 

Pursuant to Sections 54.313 and 54.422 of the Commission’s Rules, please accept 
the attached FCC Form 481 of Ellsworth Cooperative Telephone Association, IA, SAC   
351157 (the “Company”) for filing with the Commission.  

The Company is filing the attached redacted version via ECFS.

Kindly direct any questions regarding this transmittal to the undersigned.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Pamela Hintz 

Senior Telecommunications Consultant 
phintz@otcpas.com 
(651) 621-8535 

Enclosures 

mailto:phintz@otcpas.com
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<010> Study Area Code
  

<015> Study Area Name
 

<020> Program Year
 

<030> Contact Name:  Person USAC should contact 
with questions about this data 

 <035> Contact Telephone Number:  
Number of the person identified in data line <030>  

 
<039> Contact Email Address:  

Email of the person identified in data line <030>
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<010> Study Area Code 

 

<015> Study Area Name  

<020> Program Year  

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data  

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line 
<030> 

 

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line 
<030> 

 

<400> 

  
Select from the drop-down list to indicate how you would like to report 
voice complaints (zero or greater) for voice telephony service in the prior 
calendar year for each service area in which you are designated an ETC for 
any facilities you own, operate, lease, or otherwise utilize. 
 

<410> Complaints per 1000 customers for fixed voice 

 <420> Complaints per 1000 customers for mobile voice 
 

 
<430> 

Select from the drop-down list to indicate how you would like to report 
end-user customer complaints (zero or greater) for broadband service in 
the prior calendar year for each service area in which you are designated  
an ETC for any facilities you own, operate, lease, or otherwise utilize. 
 

 

<440> 

<450> 

Complaints per 1000 customers for fixed broadband 

Complaints per 1000 customers for mobile broadband  
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<010> Study Area Code 

 

<015> Study Area Name 

<020> Program Year  

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data  

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030>  

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> 
 

 
 
Complete the items below to note compliance with five year service quality plan (pursuant to 47 CFR § 54.202(a)) and, for privately held carriers, ensuring 
compliance with the financial reporting requirements set forth in 47 CFR § 54.313(f)(2). I further certify that the information reported on this form and in 
the documents attached below is accurate. 
 
                      Progress Report on 5 Year Plan 
(3009) Carrier certifies to 54.313(f)(1)(iii)   

 
(3010A) Milestone Certification {47 CFR § 54.313(f)(1)(i)}   

 
(3010B) Please Provide Attachment Name of Attached Document Listing Required 

Information 
 

(3012A) Community Anchor Institutions {47 CFR § 
54.313(f)(1)(ii)} 

  

(3012B) Please Provide Attachment Name of Attached Document Listing Required 
Information 

 

(3013) Is your company a Privately Held ROR Carrier {47 CFR 
§ 54.313(f)(2)} 

    (Yes/No)  
 

(3014) If yes, does your company file the RUS annual report 
 
Please check these boxes to confirm that the 
attached PDF, on line 3017, contains the required 
information pursuant to § 54.313(f)(2) compliance 
requires: 

(Yes/No)  
 

(3015) Electronic copy of their annual RUS reports 
(Operating Report for Telecommunications 
Borrowers) 

  
 

(3016) Document(s) with Balance Sheet, Income Statement 
and Statement of Cash Flows 

  
 

(3017) If the response is yes on line 3014, attach your 
company's RUS annual report and all required 
documentation 

Name of Attached Document Listing Required 
Information 

 

(3018) If the response is no on line 3014, s your company 
audited? 
If the response is yes on line 3018, please check the 
boxes below to confirm your submission on line 
3026 pursuant to § 54.313(f)(2), contains: 

                 (Yes/No)  
 

(3019) Either a copy of their audited financial statement; or 
(2) a financial report in a format comparable to RUS 
Operating Report for Telecommunications Borrowers 

  
 

(3020) Document(s) for Balance Sheet, Income Statement 
and Statement of Cash Flows 

  
 

(3021) Management letter and/or audit opinion issued by 
the independent certified public accountant that 
performed the company’s financial audit. 
If the response is no on line 3018, please check the 
boxes below to confirm your submission on line 
3026 pursuant to § 54.313(f)(2), contains: 

  
 

(3022) Copy of their financial statement which has been 
subject to review by an independent certified public 
accountant; or 2) a financial report in a format 
comparable to RUS Operating Report for 
Telecommunications Borrowers 

  
 

(3023) Underlying information subjected to a review by an 
independent certified public accountant 

  
 
 

(3024) Underlying information subjected to an officer 
certification. 

  
 
 

(3025) Document(s) for Balance Sheet, Income Statement 
and Statement of Cash Flows 

  
 
 

(3026) Attach the worksheet listing required information Name of Attached Document Listing Required 
Information 
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<010> Study Area Code 
<015> Study Area Name 
<020> Program Year 
<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data 
<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030> 
<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030> 
 
4005 Rural Broadband Experiment 
 
Authorized Rural Broadband Experiment (RBE) recipients must address the certification for public interest obligations, provide a list of newly served 
community anchor institutions, and provide a list of locations where broadband has been deployed. 
 
Public Interest Obligations – FCC 14-98 (paragraphs 26-29, 78) 
Please address Line 4001 regarding compliance with the Commission’s public interest obligations.  All RBE participants must provide a response to Line 4001.   

4001. Recipient certifies that it is offering broadband to the identified locations meeting the requisite public 
interest obligations consistent with the category for which they were selected, including broadband speed, 
latency, usage capacity, and rates that are reasonably comparable to rates for comparable offerings in urban 
areas? 

 
 

   
Community Anchor Institutions – FCC 14-98 (paragraph 79) 
   
4003a. RBE participants must provide the number, names, and addresses of community anchor institutions to 
which they newly deployed broadband service in the preceding calendar year.  On this line, please respond 
(yes – attach new community anchors, no – no new anchors) to indicate whether this list will be provided. 

 
 

   
If yes to 4003A, please provide a response for 4003B. 
   
4003b. Provide the number, names and addresses 
of community anchor institutions to which the 
recipient newly began providing access to 
broadband service in the preceding calendar year. 

Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information 
  

 

   
Broadband Deployment Locations – FCC 14-98 (paragraph 80) 
   
4004a. Attach a list of geocoded locations to 
which broadband has been deployed as of the 
June 1st immediately preceding the July 1st filing 
deadline for the FCC Form 481. 

 
 
Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information 
 

 
 
 

   
4004b. Attach evidence demonstrating that the 
recipient is meeting the relevant public service 
obligations for the identified locations.  Materials 
must at least detail the pricing, offered broadband 
speed and data usage allowances available in the 
relevant geographic area. 

 
 
 
Name of Attached Document Listing Required Information 
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Certification - Reporting Carrier FCC Form 481
Data Collection Form OMB Control No.  3060-0986/OMB Control No.  3060-0819

uly 2013

<010> Study Area Code

<015> Study Area Name

<020> Program Year

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030>

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF THE REPORTING CARRIER IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTING ON ITS OWN BEHALF:

Printed name of Authorized Officer:

Certification of Officer as to the Accuracy of the Data Reported for the Annual Reporting for CAF or LI Recipients

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Signature of Authorized Officer: Date

I certify that I am an officer of the reporting carrier  my responsibilities include ensuring the accuracy of the annual reporting re uirements for universal service support 
recipients  and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported on this form and in any attachments is accurate

Title or position of Authorized Officer:

Telephone number of Authorized Officer:   

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: Filing Due Date for this form:

 

 

 

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934,  47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment 
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C. § 1001.   

 

Pamela Hintz

2017

phintz@otcpas.com

ELLSWORTH COOP ASSN

6516218535 ext.

351157



Page 

Page 

Certification - Agent / Carrier FCC Form 481
Data Collection Form OMB Control No.  3060-0986/OMB Control No.  3060-0819

uly 2013

<010> Study Area Code

<015> Study Area Name

<020> Program Year

<030> Contact Name - Person USAC should contact regarding this data

<035> Contact Telephone Number - Number of person identified in data line <030>

<039> Contact Email Address - Email Address of person identified in data line <030>

 

Certification of Agent Authori ed to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE AUTHORIZED AGENT:

Telephone number of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:   

Signature of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent:

Name of Authorized Agent :

I, as agent for the reporting carrier, certify that I am authorized to submit the annual reports for universal service support recipients on behalf of the reporting carrier; I have provided 
the data reported herein based on data provided by the reporting carrier; and, to the best of my knowledge, the information reported herein is accurate.

Date:

ame of Authorized Agent Employee:

Title or position of Authorized Agent or Employee of Agent

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier: Filing Due Date for this form: 

Printed name of Authorized Officer:

Name of Reporting Carrier:

Study Area Code of Reporting Carrier:

Title or position of Authorized Officer:

Telephone number of Authorized Officer:   

Filing Due Date for this form: 

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE REPORTING CARRIER, IF AN AGENT IS FILING ANNUAL REPORTS ON THE CARRIER'S BEHALF:

Certification of Officer to Authorize an Agent to File Annual Reports for CAF or LI Recipients on Behalf of Reporting Carrier

I certify that (Name of Agent)_______________________________________________________ is authorized to submit the information reported on behalf of the reporting carrier.  I 
also certify that I am an officer of the reporting carrier; my responsibilities include ensuring the accuracy of the annual data reporting requirements provided to the authorized 
agent; and, to the best of my knowledge, the reports and data provided to the authorized agent is accurate.

Date:

Name of Authorized Agent:

Signature of Authorized Officer:

 

 

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934,  47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment 
under Title 18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C. § 1001.   

 

Persons willfully making false statements on this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture under the Communications Act of 1934,  47 U.S.C. §§ 502, 503(b), or fine or imprisonment under Title 
18 of the United States Code, 18 U.S.C. § 1001.   

Pamela Hintz

07/01/2016

2017

Consultant

phintz@otcpas.com

5158364431 ext.

351157

6516218511 ext.

06/16/2016

351157

Manager

ELLSWORTH COOP ASSN

Joshua Angove

6516218535 ext.

ELLSWORTH COOP ASSN

06/16/2016

07/01/2016

CERTIFIED ONLINE

Tom Campbell

Olsen Thielen

Olsen Thielen

Olsen Thielen

CERTIFIED ONLINE

351157

ELLSWORTH COOP ASSN



Attachments



(7
00

) P
ric

e 
O

ff
er

in
gs

 in
cl

ud
in

g 
Vo

ic
e 

Ra
te

 D
at

a
FC

C 
Fo

rm
 4

81
Da

ta
 C

ol
le

ct
io

n 
Fo

rm
 

O
M

B 
Co

nt
ro

l N
o.

  3
06

0-
09

86
/O

M
B 

Co
nt

ro
l N

o.
  3

06
0-

08
19

ul
y 

20
13

<0
10

>
St

ud
y 

Ar
ea

 C
od

e
<0

15
>

St
ud

y 
Ar

ea
 N

am
e

<0
20

>
Pr

og
ra

m
 Y

ea
r

<0
30

>
Co

nt
ac

t N
am

e 
- P

er
so

n 
U

SA
C 

sh
ou

ld
 c

on
ta

ct
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
is 

da
ta

<0
35

>
Co

nt
ac

t T
el

ep
ho

ne
 N

um
be

r -
 N

um
be

r o
f p

er
so

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 d

at
a 

lin
e 

<0
30

>
<0

39
>

Co
nt

ac
t E

m
ai

l A
dd

re
ss

 - 
Em

ai
l A

dd
re

ss
 o

f p
er

so
n 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 d
at

a 
lin

e 
<0

30
>

<7
01

>
Re

sid
en

tia
l L

oc
al

 S
er

vi
ce

 C
ha

rg
e 

Ef
fe

ct
iv

e 
Da

te
<7

02
>

Si
ng

le
 S

ta
te

-w
id

e 
Re

sid
en

tia
l L

oc
al

 S
er

vi
ce

 C
ha

rg
e

<7
03

>

    
 

 

   

<a
1>

<a
2>

<a
3>

<b
1>

<b
2>

St
at

e
Ex

ch
an

ge
 (I

LE
C)

SA
C 

(C
ET

C)
Ra

te
 T

yp
e

Re
si

de
nt

ia
l L

oc
al

 
Se

rv
ic

e 
Ra

te

 
 

<c
>

To
ta

l p
er

 li
ne

 R
at

es
 a

nd
  F

ee
s

<b
5>

M
an

da
to

ry
 E

xt
en

de
d 

Ar
ea

 
Se

rv
ic

e 
Ch

ar
ge

<b
4>

St
at

e 
U

ni
ve

rs
al

 S
er

vi
ce

 F
ee

<b
3>

St
at

e 
Su

bs
cr

ib
er

 L
in

e 
Ch

ar
ge

P
a
m
e
l
a
 
H
i
n
t
z

1
/
1
/
2
0
1
6

1
6
.
0

1
6
.
0

2
0
1
7

p
h
i
n
t
z
@
o
t
c
p
a
s
.
c
o
m

0
.
0

E
l
l
s
w
o
r
t
h

G
a
r
d
e
n
 
C
i
t
y

0
.
0

E
L
L
S
W
O
R
T
H
 
C
O
O
P
 
A
S
S
N

I
A

I
A

M
S

6
5
1
6
2
1
8
5
3
5
 
e
x
t
.

M
S

0
.
0

0
.
0

1
6
.
0

1
6
.
0

3
5
1
1
5
7

0
.
0

0
.
0



(7
10

) B
ro

ad
ba

nd
 P

ric
e 

O
ffe

rin
gs

FC
C 

Fo
rm

 4
81

Da
ta

 C
ol

le
ct

io
n 

Fo
rm

 
O

M
B 

Co
nt

ro
l N

o.
  3

06
0-

09
86

/O
M

B 
Co

nt
ro

l N
o.

  3
06

0-
08

19
ul

y 
20

13

<0
10

>
St

ud
y 

Ar
ea

 C
od

e
<0

15
>

St
ud

y 
Ar

ea
 N

am
e

<0
20

>
Pr

og
ra

m
 Y

ea
r

<0
30

>
Co

nt
ac

t N
am

e 
- P

er
so

n 
U

SA
C 

sh
ou

ld
 c

on
ta

ct
 re

ga
rd

in
g 

th
is 

da
ta

<0
35

>
Co

nt
ac

t T
el

ep
ho

ne
 N

um
be

r -
 N

um
be

r o
f p

er
so

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 d

at
a 

lin
e 

<0
30

>
<0

39
>

Co
nt

ac
t E

m
ai

l A
dd

re
ss

 - 
Em

ai
l A

dd
re

ss
 o

f p
er

so
n 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 d
at

a 
lin

e 
<0

30
>

   

<7
11

>
<a

1>
<a

2>
<b

1>
<b

2>
<c

>
<d

1>
<d

2>
<d

3>
<d

4>

St
at

e
Ex

ch
an

ge
 (I

LE
C)

Re
si

de
nt

ia
l 

Ra
te

St
at

e 
Re

gu
la

te
d 

Fe
es

Br
oa

db
an

d 
Se

rv
ic

e 
- 

Do
w

nl
oa

d 
Sp

ee
d 

(M
bp

s)
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

O
t
h
e
r
,
 
N
o
 
l
i
m
i
t
 
o
n
 
u
s
a
g
e
 
a
l
l
o
w
a
n
c
e

O
t
h
e
r
,
 
N
o
 
l
i
m
i
t
 
o
n
 
u
s
a
g
e
 
a
l
l
o
w
a
n
c
e

P
a
m
e
l
a
 
H
i
n
t
z

I
A

I
A

2
0
1
7

p
h
i
n
t
z
@
o
t
c
p
a
s
.
c
o
m

9
9
9
9
9
9
.
0

9
9
9
9
9
9
.
0

G
a
r
d
e
n
 
C
i
t
y

E
l
l
s
w
o
r
t
h

E
L
L
S
W
O
R
T
H
 
C
O
O
P
 
A
S
S
N

6
5
1
6
2
1
8
5
3
5
 
e
x
t
.

4
5
.
0

4
5
.
0

1
0
.
0

1
0
.
0

4
5
.
0

4
5
.
0

3
5
1
1
5
7

1
0
.
0

1
0
.
0

0
.
0

0
.
0

To
ta

l R
at

es
 

an
d 

Fe
es

Br
oa

db
an

d 
Se

rv
ic

e 
 

-U
pl

oa
d 

Sp
ee

d 
(M

bp
s)

U
sa

ge
 A

llo
w

an
ce

 
Ac

tio
n 

Ta
ke

n 
 

W
he

n 
Li

m
it 

Re
ac

he
d 

{s
el

ec
t}

U
sa

ge
 A

llo
w

an
ce

 
(G

B)



ELLSWORTH COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION (SAC 351157)
FCC FORM 481

PROGRESS REPORT ON SERVICE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

LINE 112 – FIVE YEAR PLAN OR PROGRESS REPORT

Pursuant to Section 54.313(a)(1) of the Commission’s rules, this document and the associated 
attachment(s) collectively comprise the required annual progress report (the “Progress Report” or 
the “Report”) of Ellsworth Cooperative Telephone Association (SAC 351157) (hereinafter, the 
“Company”).   As required by the Commission’s rules, the Report details the Company’s 
progress towards meeting those targets detailed in the Company’s Five-Year Build-Out Plan (the 
“Five-Year Plan”) filed with the Commission as part of the Company’s 2014 FCC Form 481 
submission. This year’s Report describes improvements and additions that were made to the 
Company’s network during Calendar Year 2015 and is intended to serve in satisfying Line 112 
reporting requirements associated with the Company’s Program Year 2017 FCC Form 481. As 
further required by the Commission’s rules, a copy of this Progress Report, along with the 
Company’s FCC Form 481 is also being filed with the applicable State Utilities Commission(s)
in support of the Company’s annual ETC Certification.1

As more fully described below, during Calendar Year 2015, the company’s aggregate annual 
Capital and Operating expenditures associated with the maintenance and improvement of its 
network significantly exceeded the level of Federal high cost support that the company received 
during the year.   Specifically, during Calendar Year 2015, the Company was the recipient of 
$290,637 in Federal high cost support while total Capital and Operating expenditures associated 
with network maintenance and improvements were $699,983.

During 2015, the Company completed the projected installation of optical cable drops in its 
Ellsworth and Garden City wire centers.   Specifically, the Company completed the installation 
of a 2060ft mainline extension and drops to new customers as well as an 850ft drop to a new 
grain drying facility in its Ellsworth wire center and the installation of 800ft and 1200ft drops to 
two (2) new homes in its Garden City exchange.   Deployment of the new switch that was 
forecasted for the Company’s Ellsworth wire center was delayed due to extended contract 
negotiations.  Note that that project was completed during the first half of 2016.

LINE 113 – MAPS DETAILING PROGRESS TOWARDS MEETING PLAN TARGETS

Map(s) detailing the Company’s 2015 network improvement locations are included as 
Attachment A to this Report.

1 Pursuant to Section 54.313(a) of the Commission’s Rules “States that desire eligible telecommunications carriers ( ) g
to receive support pursuant to the high-cost program must file an annual certification with the Administrator and the pp p g p g
Commission stating that all federal high-cost support provided to such carriers within that State was used in the g g pp p
preceding calendar year and will be used in the coming calendar year only for the provision, maintenance, and p g y g y y
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.”



LINE 114 thru 117 UNIVERSAL SERVICE

The Company Has Used and Will Use Universal Service Support Only for the Intended 
Purposes

Section 254(e) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the “Act”), requires that 
Eligible Telecommunication Carriers (“ETCs”) use Universal Service support (“USF”) “only for 
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is 
intended.”2

In its USF/ICC Transformation Order, the FCC clarified that prior to making the Section 254(e) 
certifications, states should conduct a “rigorous examination of the factual information” 
contained in the annual Section 54.313 reports, of which the five-year network improvement 
plan and annual progress reports are a part, in determining whether they can certify that carriers’ 
support has been used and will be used only for the purpose for which the support was intended.3
In that order, the FCC said that it would also use the reports to verify certifications filed by ETCs 
that are not state-designated.4 In this context, the Commission stated, “[i]n light of the public 
interest obligations we adopt in this Order, a key component of this [Section 254(e)] certification 
will now be that support is being used to maintain and extend modern networks capable of 
providing voice and broadband service.”5

In this regard, the Company’s Five-Year Plan, and the Progress Report filed herewith, serve to 
demonstrate how the Company has used, and intends to use, Universal Service support for 
improvements and upgrades to its network as well as for the provisioning and maintenance of 
those facilities and services for which support is intended.

Federal universal service support received by the Company and other rural incumbent local 
exchange carriers plays an integral role in terms of a carrier’s ability to provide quality and 
affordable telecommunications services to customers in high-cost rural areas. The Company, like 
other rural providers, depends upon Federal universal service support to provision and maintain 
network facilities required to provide its rural customers with quality, yet affordable, voice and 
broadband services. 

It should be noted that in addition to capital expenditures associated with network expansion and 
improvements, there are also operational costs associated with the provisioning and maintenance 
of supported facilities and services that the Company was unable to recover through Federal 
high-cost support due to its large capital investment in its network.   Specifically, during 
Calendar Year 2015, the Company’s total operating expenditures associated with facilities and 
services furnished within the Company’s study area that were eligible for Universal Service 
Support were $699,983.

2 47 U.S.C. § 254(e)
3 47 C.F.R. § 54.314(b) 
4 See USF/ICC Transformation Order at Para. 612. 
5 Id.



As described above, total universal service support received by the Company during Calendar 
Year 2015 was $290,637 while total Capital and Operating expenditures for eligible services and 
facilities during the year were $699,983. As such, the Company’s total cost of operating, 
maintaining and improving its network greatly exceeded support amounts received during the 
Calendar Year.

Pursuant to reporting obligations required by applicable State Public Utility Commissions, Table 
1 is a summary that is intended to quantify and qualify the Company’s 2015 Capital and 
Operating expenditures associated with the Company’ use of Federal High Cost Universal 
Service Support. While the Capital Expenses described below represent actual expenditures by 
wire center note that Universal Service Support and Operating Expenses have been allocated 
based on wire center line counts.

Table 1:  Universal Support Spending by Category

2015 Universal Service Support was Used for and to Improve

Wire
Universal 
Service Capital Expenses Operating Expense Allocations

Center
Support 

Allocations Service Capacity Coverage Service Capacity Coverage

Ellsworth $    231,068 $ 9,250 $          - $          - $ 221,170              -              -
Garden City $    59,569 $ 3,200 $          - $          - $ 57,017              -              -
Total $    290,637 $ 12,450 $          - $          - $ 278,187              -              -

As final support for its funding, the Company has included more detailed accountings of 2015
forecasted versus actual expenditures associated with Capital additions and improvements to its 
network in Tables 2 and 3 below.  Such amounts have been broken out by wire center and 
supported service.

Table 2:  Ellsworth Wire Center

Wire Center
Description of Capital 

Improvement

2015 Capital Expenditures

Project # 5-Year Plan Forecasted Actual 

1 Ellsworth Additional optical drops $                           10,000 $                        9,250 

2 Ellsworth
Switch 

Replacement/Consolidation $                         240,000 $                               -

Totals $                         250,000 $                        9,250 

 



Table 3:  Garden City Wire Center

Wire Center
Description of Capital 

Improvement

2015 Capital Expenditures

Project # 5-Year Plan Forecasted Actual 

1 Garden City
Additional optical drops for 

new construction $                             2,500 $                            3,200 

Totals $                             2,500 $                           3,200 

As detailed in this Report, during Calendar 2015, 100 percent of Universal Service Support received by 
the Company was used for capital additions to its network and for network support and operations.



ELLSWORTH COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION (SAC 351157)
FCC FORM 481 - PROGRESS REPORT ON SERVICE QUALITY IMPROVEMENT 

PLAN

ATTACHMENT A





Page 1 of 2 
SAC: 351157 
State: IA 
Ellsworth Coop Assn  
Form 481 Line No. 510 Compliance with Service Quality Standards and Consumer Protection 

1. Ellsworth Coop Assn (Company) will provide service on a timely basis to requesting 
customers within the Company’s designated service area where the Company’s network 
already passes the potential customers premises, and 

2. The Company will provide service, within a reasonable period of time, if the potential 
customer is within the Company’s designated service area but outside the Company’s 
existing network coverage, if the service can be provided at reasonable cost by: 

a. Modifying or replacing the requesting customers equipment. 
b. Adjusting network or customer facilities. 

3. Service Quality Standards

The Company: 
 Provides voice grade access to the public switched network. 
 Provides flat rated local exchange service with no addition charge to end users. 
 Provides access to the emergency services provided by local government or other 

public safety organization, such as 911 and enhanced 911. 
 Provides toll blocking and toll limitation services. 
 Maintains a business office providing customers with access to a customer service 

representative either in person or via a local telephone call or toll-free telephone 
number during normal business hours. 

 Directs after hour calls to the Company’s help desk. 
 Directs trouble reports to the on-call technician. 
 Tracks all service orders to ensure they are completed in a timely manner. 
 Measures its service connection and service interruption performance on a regular 

basis. 
 Trains employees to: 

o Answer all incoming calls promptly. 
o Respond to all inquiries for information promptly and courteously. 
o Investigate thoroughly all customer complaints. 
o Be knowledgeable about products and service offerings so they can assist 

the customer with selecting the best service option. 
 Has a process for periodic inspection, testing and preventive maintenance of its 

equipment to permit the rendering of safe, adequate and continuous service at all 
times.



Page 2 of 2 
SAC: 351157 
State: IA 
Ellsworth Coop Assn  
Form 481 Line No.  510 Compliance with Service Quality Standards and Consumer Protection 

4. Consumer Protection Rules

The Company has established operating procedures designed to facilitate compliance with 
applicable consumer protection rules which include compliance with the Customer 
Proprietary Network Information (CPNI) rules.  The operating procedures include: 

 Appointment of a compliance officer. 
 A manual detailing the specific procedures for protecting consumer information. 
 Employee training on an annual basis. 
 A disciplinary process for improper use of consumer information. 



Page 1 of 1 
SAC: 351157 
State: IA 
Ellsworth Coop Assn  
Form 481 Line No. 610 Description of Functionality in Emergency Situations  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ellsworth Coop Assn has: 

Established reasonable provisions to meet emergencies resulting from failures of lighting or power 
service, sudden and prolonged increases in traffic, or from fire, storm, or acts of God including 
provisions for emergency power that provide: 

o A minimum of four hours of battery service in each central office. 
o A permanently installed power unit in exchanges, or 
o Mobile power units that can be delivered on short notice and which can be readily. 

connected in offices without installed emergency power facilities. 

 

Informed employees as to the procedures to be followed, including reasonable rerouting of traffic 
around damaged facilities and the deployment of emergency power, in the event of emergency in 
order to prevent or mitigate interruption or impairment of telecommunications service. 



Page 1 of 1 
SAC: 351157 
State: IA 
Ellsworth Coop Assn 
Form 481 Line No. 1010 Descriptive document for Voice Services Rate Comparability 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Line 1010 – Description of Voice Services Rate Comparability: Provide a detailed description of how 
your pricing of fixed voice services is no more than two standard deviations above the applicable 
national average urban rate for voice service, as published annually by the Wireline Competition 
Bureau, as required in 47 C.F.R. § 54.313(a)(10). 

On April 5, 2016 the Wireline Competition Bureau announced results of the Urban Rate Survey for Voice 
Services as part of FCC Public Notice DA 16-362. Referenced in this public notice are the results required 
to meet the rate comparability as noted: 

“Based on the survey results, the reasonable comparability benchmark for voice services is $41.07.3 

3 Id. at 17694, para. 84.” 

As required Ellsworth Coop Assn hereby certifies that its current fixed voice services for residential 
subscribers as defined in the USF/ICC Transformation Order is below $41.07. 
 



SAC: 351157
State: IA
Ellsworth Coop Assn
Form 481 Line No. 1030 Descriptive document for Broadband Service Rate Comparability
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Line 1030 – Description of Broadband Service Rate Comparability: Provide a detailed description of how
your pricing of a Broadband service meeting the Commission’s Public Interest Obligations is no more
than the applicable benchmark, as published annually by the Wireline Competition Bureau, pursuant to
47 C.F.R. § 54.313(a)(12).

On April 5, 2016 the Wireline Competition Bureau announced the results of the Urban Rate Survey for
Broadband Service as part of FCC Public Notice DA 16 362. Referenced in this public notice are the
results required to meet the rate comparability as noted:

“Based on the survey results, the reasonable comparability benchmark calculations for broadband services
can be calculated at http://www.fcc.gov/encyclopedia/urban=rate survey data.”

As required Ellsworth Coop Assn hereby certifies that it offers a Broadband service to residential subscribers
at pricing that is no more than the applicable benchmark rate.
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Ellsworth Coop Assn
Form 481 Line No. 1210 Lifeline Plans Terms and Conditions
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Lifeline Terms and Conditions

1. Ellsworth Coop Assn (Company) offers lifeline program-supported service to qualified low-income 
residential consumers for one telephone line per eligible household.  The lifeline program provides 
discounts to eligible low-income consumers to help them establish and maintain telephone service.  
Lifeline assistance lowers the cost of basic, monthly local telephone service.  Eligible consumers can 
receive $9.25 per month in discounts.  In addition, the Federal Universal Service Charge is not 
assessed to consumers participating in Lifeline.  Toll Blocking prevents the placement of all long 
distance calls for which a subscriber would be charged.  Toll Blocking is available to eligible 
consumers at no cost. Also, by choosing the option, consumers are usually not charged a deposit.

Lifeline Program Eligibility Information

Program Based Eligibility

Consumers are eligible for Lifeline if they, one of their dependents or their household participate in 
one of the following qualifying assistance programs:

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8)
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
Medicaid
National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and receives lunch through the program
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)

Lifeline applicant must present documentation demonstrating eligibility either through participation in 
one of the qualifying federal assistance programs or through income-based means.

Acceptable documentation of program-based eligibility includes:  current or prior year’s statement of 
benefits from a qualifying program; notice letter of participation in a qualifying program; program 
participation documents; or another official document evidencing the consumer’s participation in a
qualifying program.

Income Based Eligibility

In addition, consumers are eligible for Lifeline if their household income is at or below 135% of the 
federal poverty guidelines.

2015 Federal Poverty Guidelines – 135%
Household

Size
48 Contiguous
States and D.C.

1 $ 15,890
2 21,506
3 27,122
4 32,738
5 38,354
6 43,970
7 49,586
8 55,202

For Each Additional Person, Add 5,616

Acceptable documentation of income eligibility includes:  prior year’s state, federal or Tribal tax return; 
current income statement from an employer or paycheck stub; social security statement of benefits; 
Veterans Administration statement of benefits; retirement/pension statement of benefits; 
unemployment/workmen’s compensation statement of benefits; federal or Tribal notice of letter 
participating in General Assistance; or a divorce decree or child support award or other official 
document containing income information.
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Ellsworth Coop Assn
Form 481 Line No. 1210 Lifeline Plans Terms and Conditions
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Lifeline Terms and Conditions (Continued)

Lifeline Program Eligibility Information (Continued)

Recertification of Lifeline Eligibility

Lifeline recipients are required to recertify their eligibility annually.  Failure to properly recertify a 
recipient’s continued eligibility for the Lifeline program will result in termination of the Lifeline 
recipient’s monthly Lifeline discount and de-enrollment from the Lifeline Program.

Additional Lifeline Program Information

The Lifeline program is limited to one benefit per household, consisting of either wireline or wireless 
service.  A household is defined, for purposes of the Lifeline Program, as an individual or group of 
individuals who live together at the same address and share income and expenses.  Lifeline is 
government benefit program, and consumers who willfully make false statements in order to obtain 
the benefit can be punished by fine or imprisonment or can be barred from the program.

2. The Local services for (Company) that serve as its Lifeline Plans are in Compliance with the 
Essential telecommunications service as specified in North Dakota Chapter 49-21 4.c  as follows: 

C. Primary flat rate residence basic telephone service including the following service elements:
1) Billing and collecting of the telecommunications company’s charges for the service
2) Primary directory listing
3) Access to assistance
4) Access to emergency 911 service and emergency operator assistance in the local exchange 

areas in which emergency 911 service is not available
5) Except as provided in section 49-02-01.1, mandatory, flat-rate extended area service to 

designated nearby local exchange areas.
6) Transmission service necessary for the connection between the end user’s premises and the 

local exchange central office switch including a trunk connection that has inward dialing and 
necessary signaling service such as touchtone used by end users for service. 

3. The Company’s flat rate plans include unlimited local exchange calling including usage to designated 
nearby local exchange areas.  The flat rate plans do not include any toll usage.  The rates for any toll 
usage are determined by the rate plans of the Toll Provider(s) that are selected by lifeline end users.

4. The Company has met and will meet the requirements of eligible telecommunications carrier 
advertising.  This includes:

a. A full description of available services in the Company’s Official telephone directory, including 
the process to be used by customers to quality for lifeline and link-up service.

b. Advertising of the available universal service in media of general circulation in the Company’s 
designated service area.  Availability may be advertised in newspapers, company 
newsletters, company or civic internet sites, bill stuffer, direct mailings, or other means 
intended to convey availability throughout the designated service area.

5 The specific Company terms and conditions for the Companies Lifeline Plans are set forth in pages
included in Exhibit 1, attached. 
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Ellsworth Cooperative SERVICES CATALOG PART IV 
Telephone Association     Revised Sheet No.  31 
 Cancels    Sheet No.   
Filed with Board 
 LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 

* - Rates are available to customers at the Company’s office, website or by mail. 

ISSUED:  November 1, 2014 EFFECTIVE: December 1, 2014
 Date Date 

BY:  Josh Angove Manager Ellsworth, Iowa  50075
 Name Title Address 

A. GENERAL 

 Central Office Access Lines extend between the central office equipment of the Company and 
the demarcation point located on the premises of the customer.  Rates for Central Office 
Access Lines are shown in paragraph B. below.  The rates and charges contained herein are 
in addition to all other applicable rates and charges located in other parts of this tariff.

B. RATES 

 EXCHANGE NAME: Ellsworth 

 Includes Extended Area Service To:  Garden City, Jewell, Radcliffe  

 All applicable rates below apply. 
Monthly

Rate
 1. CENTRAL OFFICE ACCESS LINE 
  a. WITHIN THE BASE RATE AREA 
    BUSINESS SERVICE 
     Individual Line .......................................................  $16.00  
     Key System Line ..................................................  $16.00 

    RESIDENCE SERVICE 
     Individual Line .......................................................  $16.00 

  b. OUTSIDE THE BASE RATE AREA 
    BUSINESS SERVICE 
     Rural Individual Line .............................................  $16.00 
     Key System Line ..................................................  $16.00 

    RESIDENCE SERVICE 
     Rural Individual Line .............................................  $16.00 



Ellsworth Cooperative SERVICES CATALOG PART IV 
Telephone Association     Revised Sheet No.  32 
 Cancels    Sheet No.   
Filed with Board 
 LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 

* - Rates are available to customers at the Company’s office, website or by mail. 

ISSUED:  November 1, 2014 EFFECTIVE: December 1, 2014
 Date Date 

BY:  Josh Angove Manager Ellsworth, Iowa  50075
 Name Title Address 

B. RATES (Continued) 
Monthly

Rate
 2. PAY TELEPHONE SERVICE 
  a. PAY CENTRAL OFFICE ACCESS LINE .....................  $16.00  

C. CONDITIONS 

 1. Mileage rates may apply for central office access lines for individual services furnished 
outside the base rate area. 

D. EXCHANGE SERVICE AREA 

 1. The Base Rate Area is the city limits of Ellsworth, Iowa. 

 2. The Exchange Service Area, outside the Base Rate Area, is shown on a map available in 
this office for inspection and on file with the Iowa Utilities Board. 

3. Pay Telephone Service rate is applied only when special line treatment is required for 
FLEX ANI.  Flexible ANI provides "II" (identification indicator) digits that identify the 
class of service of the phone you are calling from.  ANI is the billed telephone number 
associated with the telephone and is the direct number from where you are calling 
from.  When a special line treatment is not required, the Business Service rate will be 
applied.



Ellsworth Cooperative SERVICES CATALOG PART IV 
Telephone Association     Revised Sheet No.  33 
 Cancels    Sheet No.   
Filed with Board 
 LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 

* - Rates are available to customers at the Company’s office, website or by mail. 

ISSUED:  November 1, 2014 EFFECTIVE: December 1, 2014
 Date Date 

BY:  Josh Angove Manager Ellsworth, Iowa  50075
 Name Title Address 

A. GENERAL 

 Central Office Access Lines extend between the central office equipment of the Company and 
the demarcation point located on the premises of the customer.  Rates for Central Office 
Access Lines are shown in paragraph B. below.  The rates and charges contained herein are 
in addition to all other applicable rates and charges located in other parts of this tariff.

B. RATES 

 EXCHANGE NAME: Garden City 

 Includes Extended Area Service To:  Ellsworth, Radcliffe, Hubbard 

 All applicable rates below apply. 
Monthly

Rate
 1. CENTRAL OFFICE ACCESS LINE 
  a. WITHIN THE BASE RATE AREA 
    BUSINESS SERVICE 
     Individual Line .......................................................  $16.00  
     Key System Line ..................................................  $16.00 

    RESIDENCE SERVICE 
     Individual Line .......................................................  $16.00 

  b. OUTSIDE THE BASE RATE AREA 
    BUSINESS SERVICE 
     Rural Individual Line .............................................  $16.00 
     Key System Line ..................................................  $16.00 

    RESIDENCE SERVICE 
     Rural Individual Line .............................................  $16.00 



Ellsworth Cooperative SERVICES CATALOG PART IV 
Telephone Association     Revised Sheet No.  34 
 Cancels    Sheet No.   
Filed with Board 
 LOCAL EXCHANGE SERVICE 

* - Rates are available to customers at the Company’s office, website or by mail. 

ISSUED:  November 1, 2014 EFFECTIVE: December 1, 2014
 Date Date 

BY:  Josh Angove Manager Ellsworth, Iowa  50075
 Name Title Address 

B. RATES (Continued) 
Monthly

Rate
 2. PAY TELEPHONE SERVICE 
  a. PAY CENTRAL OFFICE ACCESS LINE .....................  $16.00  

C. CONDITIONS 

 1. Mileage rates may apply for central office access lines for individual services furnished 
outside the base rate area. 

D. EXCHANGE SERVICE AREA 

 1. The Base Rate Area is the city limits of Garden City, Iowa. 

 2. The Exchange Service Area, outside the Base Rate Area, is shown on a map available in 
this office for inspection and on file with the Iowa Utilities Board. 

3. Pay Telephone Service rate is applied only when special line treatment is required for 
FLEX ANI.  Flexible ANI provides "II" (identification indicator) digits that identify the 
class of service of the phone you are calling from.  ANI is the billed telephone number 
associated with the telephone and is the direct number from where you are calling 
from.  When a special line treatment is not required, the Business Service rate will be 
applied.



Page 1 of 1 
SAC: 351157 
State: IA 
Ellsworth Coop Assn 
Response to Line 3010 – Milestone Certification (47 CFR §54.313(f)(1)(i)) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ellsworth Coop hereby certifies that throughout 2015, it took reasonable steps to provide upon 

reasonable request broadband service at actual speeds of at least 4 Mbps downstream/1 Mbps 

upstream, and currently, it is taking reasonable steps to provide upon reasonable request actual speeds 

of at least 10 Mbps downstream/1 Mbps upstream broadband service at with latency suitable for real-

time applications, including Voice over Internet Protocol, and usage capacity that is reasonably 

comparable to comparable offerings in urban areas as determined in an annual survey, and that 

requests for such service are met within a reasonable amount of time.  

 



According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid
OMB control number for this information collection is 0572-0031.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to average 4 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions,
searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.

USDA-RUS This data will be used by RUS to review your financial situation. Your response is required by 7 U.S.C. 901 et seq.
and, subject to federal laws and regulations regarding confidential information, will be treated as confidential.

BORROWER NAME

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

INSTRUCTIONS-Submit report to RUS within 30 days after close of the period. PERIOD ENDING BORROWER DESIGNATION
For detailed instructions, see RUS Bulletin 1744-2. Report in whole dollars only.

CERTIFICATION
We hereby certify that the entries in this report are in accordance with the accounts and other records of the system and reflect the status of the system
to the best of our knowledge and belief.
ALL INSURANCE REQUIRED BY 7 CFR PART 1788, CHAPTER XVII, RUS, WAS IN FORCE DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD AND
RENEWALS HAVE BEEN OBTAINED FOR ALL POLICIES.

DURING THE PERIOD COVERED BY THIS REPORT PURSUANT TO PART 1788 OF 7CFR CHAPTER XVII
(Check one of the following)

  All of the obligations under the RUS loan documents  There has been a default in the fulfillment of the obligations
  have been fulfilled in all material respects.  under the RUS loan documents.  Said default(s) is/are

 specifically described in the Telecom Operating Report

DATE

PART A. BALANCE SHEET
BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE BALANCE

ASSETS PRIOR YEAR END OF PERIOD LIABILITIES AND STOCKHOLDERS' EQUITY PRIOR YEAR END OF PERIOD

CURRENT ASSETS CURRENT LIABILITIES
  1. Cash and Equivalents 25. Accounts Payable

  2. Cash-RUS Construction Fund 26. Notes Payable

  3. Affiliates: 27. Advance Billings and Payments

a. Telecom, Accounts Receivable 28. Customer Deposits

b. Other Accounts Receivable 29. Current Mat. L/T Debt

c. Notes Receivable 30. Current Mat. L/T Debt-Rur. Dev.

  4. Non-Affiliates: 31. Current Mat.-Capital Leases

a. Telecom, Accounts Receivable 32. Income Taxes Accrued

b. Other Accounts Receivable 33. Other Taxes Accrued

c. Notes Receivable 34. Other Current Liabilities

  5. Interest and Dividends Receivable 35. Total Current Liabilities (25 thru 34)
  6. Material-Regulated LONG-TERM DEBT
  7. Material-Nonregulated 36. Funded Debt-RUS Notes

  8. Prepayments 37. Funded Debt-RTB Notes

  9. Other Current Assets 38. Funded Debt-FFB Notes

10. Total Current Assets (1 Thru 9) 39. Funded Debt-Other

NONCURRENT ASSETS 40. Funded Debt-Rural Develop. Loan

11. Investment in Affiliated Companies 41. Premium (Discount) on L/T Debt

a. Rural Development 42. Reacquired Debt

b. Nonrural Development 43. Obligations Under Capital Lease

12. Other Investments 44. Adv. From Affiliated Companies

a. Rural Development 45. Other Long-Term Debt

b. Nonrural Development 46. Total Long-Term Debt (36 thru 45)
13. Nonregulated Investments OTHER LIAB. & DEF. CREDITS
14. Other Noncurrent Assets 47. Other Long-Term Liabilities

15. Deferred Charges 48. Other Deferred Credits

16. Jurisdictional Differences 49. Other Jurisdictional Differences

17. Total Noncurrent Assets (11 thru 16) 50. Total Other Liabilities and Deferred Credits (47 thru 49)

PLANT, PROPERTY, AND EQUIPMENT EQUITY
18. Telecom, Plant-in-Service 51. Cap. Stock Outstand. & Subscribed

19. Property Held for Future Use 52. Additional Paid-in-Capital

20. Plant Under Construction 53. Treasury Stock

21. Plant Adj., Nonop. Plant & Goodwill 54. Membership and Cap. Certificates

22. Less Accumulated Depreciation 55. Other Capital

23. Net Plant (18 thru 21 less 22) 56. Patronage Capital Credits

24. TOTAL ASSETS (10+17+23) 57. Retained Earnings or Margins

58. Total Equity (51 thru 57)
59. TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY (35+46+50+58)

Total Equity =                  % of Total Assets Page 1 of 6

Ellsworth Cooperative Telephone Association

IA0597

990,537 777,616

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

77,500 30,000

14,029 13,498

34,307 30,682

24,190 24,190

5,290 4,978

29,444 29,444

1,321,521 1,577,702

70,031 49,187

76,193 618,107

16,116,217 16,462,432

0 0

122,194 124,255

34,661 14,148

1,369,798 1,124,684

0 0

74,529 73,469

0 0

4,381,303 4,379,983

17,717,399 17,798,988

20,539,460 20,636,629

1,500,540

0 0

2,880,763 3,120,044

0 0

0 0

1,259,939

0 0

1,702,057 1,739,311

0 0

0 0

4,300 4,300

107,800 107,800

40,811 11,837

0 0

0 939

25,340 25,340

1,880,308 1,889,527

0 0

1,318,658 1,193,382

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

0 0

1,318,658 1,193,382

0

0

0 0

0

0 0

0

0

6,680

0 0

0

0 0

6,800
612,616

17,553,720

1,181,714 1,055,572

598,818

15,539,364 15,892,650

17,340,494

20,539,460 20,636,629

85.06%

December, 2015

See Accountants' Compilation Report



BORROWER DESIGNATION

PERIOD ENDING

INSTRUCTIONS- See RUS Bulletin 1744-2

PRIOR YEAR THIS YEAR

  1. Local Network Services Revenues
  2. Network Access Services Revenues
  3. Long Distance Network Services Revenues
  4. Carrier Billing and Collection Revenues 
  5. Miscellaneous Revenues
  6. Uncollectible Revenues
  7. Net Operating Revenues (1 thru 5 less 6)
  8. Plant Specific Operations Expense
  9. Plant Nonspecific Operations Expense (Excluding Depreciation & Amortization)
10. Depreciation Expense
11. Amortization Expense
12. Customer Operations Expense
13. Corporate Operations Expense
14. Total Operating Expenses (8 thru 13)
15. Operating Income or Margins (7 less 14)
16. Other Operating Income and Expenses
17. State and Local Taxes
18. Federal Income Taxes
19. Other Taxes
20. Total Operating Taxes (17+18+19)
21. Net Operating Income or Margins (15+16-20)
22. Interest on Funded Debt
23. Interest Expense - Capital Leases
24. Other Interest Expense
25. Allowance for Funds Used During Construction
26. Total Fixed Charges (22+23+24-25)
27. Nonoperating Net Income
28. Extraordinary Items
29. Jurisdictional Differences
30. Nonregulated Net Income
31. Total Net Income or Margins (21+27+28+29+30-26)
32. Total Taxes Based on Income
33. Retained Earnings or Margins Beginning-of-Year
34. Miscellaneous Credits Year-to-Date
35. Dividends Declared (Common)
36. Dividends Declared (Preferred)
37. Other Debits Year-to-Date
38. Transfers to Patronage Capital
39. Retained Earnings or Margins End-of-Period [(31+33+34) - (35+36+37+38)]
40. Patronage Capital Beginning-of-Year
41. Transfers to Patronage Capital
42. Patronage Capital Credits Retired
43. Patronage Capital End-of-Year (40+41-42)
44. Annual Debt Service Payments
45. Cash Ratio [(14+20-10-11) / 7]
46. Operating Accrual Ratio [(14+20+26) / 7]
47. TIER [(31+26) / 26]
48. DSCR [(31+26+10+11) / 44]

  Page 2 of 6

ITEM

USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

PART B. STATEMENTS OF INCOME AND RETAINED EARNINGS OR MARGINS

97,979 112,453

552,706 462,158

27,862

0

21,755

0

14,192

176,542

16,288

16,231 (1,850)

676,508 614,504

170,829

46,020

69,996

50,958

211,926 239,281

10,000 5,000

67,801

205,260

0

176,102

711,836 717,879

(35,328) (103,375)

0

500

16,600

1,200

2,000 1,800

32,400 13,600

34,900

(70,228)

0

(119,975)

53,514 32,512

0 0

0

0

0

0

53,514 32,512

303,467 396,107

0

0 0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

168,400

15,539,364

348,125

11,500

15,267,560

138,150

381,770

6,500

76,321

28,484

15,539,364

1,158,344

76,321

28,484

15,892,650

1,181,714

52,951

0.7977

1,181,714

159,573

0.7758

154,626

1,055,572

157,788

1.1829

3.9077

7.5053

1.2481

12.7424

4.1737

IA0597

December, 2015

See Accountants' Compilation Report



USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
 TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

INSTRUCTIONS - See RUS Bulletin 1744-2

BORROWER DESIGNATION

IA0597

PERIOD ENDED

December, 2015

Part C. SUBSCRIBER (ACCESS LINE), ROUTE MILE, & HIGH SPEED DATA INFORMATION
1. RATES 2. SUBSCRIBERS (ACCESS LINES) 3. ROUTE MILES

EXCHANGE B-1

 (a)

R-1

 (b)

BUSINESS

 (a)

RESIDENTIAL

 (b)

TOTAL

 (c)

TOTAL
 (including fiber)

 (a)

FIBER

 (b)
Ellsworth 16.00 16.00 146 328 474 267.00 267.00
Ellsworth
Ellsworth
Garden City 16.00 16.00 16 104 120 81.00 81.00
Garden City
Garden City
MobileWireless 0
Route Mileage
Outside Exchange
Area

67.00 65.00

Total 162 432 594 415.00 413.00
No. Exchanges 6

See Accountants' Compilation Report



USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
 TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

INSTRUCTIONS - See RUS Bulletin 1744-2

BORROWER DESIGNATION

IA0597

PERIOD ENDED

December, 2015

Part C. SUBSCRIBER (ACCESS LINE), ROUTE MILE, & HIGH SPEED DATA INFORMATION
4. BROADBAND SERVICE

Details on Least Expensive Broadband Service
EXCHANGE No. Access Lines

with BB
 available

 (a)

No Of Broadband
 Subscribers

 (b)

Number Of
 Subscribers

 (c)

Advertised
Download Rate

(Kbps)
 (d)

Advertised
Upload

 Rate (Kbps)
 (e)

Price Per Month

 (f)

Standalone/Pckg

(f)

Type Of
Technology

(g)
Ellsworth 474 284 272 256 256 45.00 StandAlone Fiber to the

Home
Ellsworth 9 384 384 85.00 StandAlone Fiber to the

Home
Ellsworth 3 512 512 100.00 StandAlone Fiber to the

Home
Garden City 120 79 76 256 256 45.00 StandAlone Fiber to the

Home
Garden City 2 384 384 85.00 StandAlone Fiber to the

Home
Garden City 1 512 512 100.00 StandAlone Fiber to the

Home
Total 594 363

See Accountants' Compilation Report



USDA-RUS   BORROWER DESIGNATION

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS   PERIOD ENDING

INSTRUCTIONS- See RUS Bulletin 1744-2

PART D.  SYSTEM DATA

1. No. Plant Employees 2. No. Other Employees 3. Square Miles Served   4. Access Lines per Square Mile   5. Subscribers per Route Mile

PART E.  TOLL DATA

1.  Study Area ID Code(s) 2.  Types of Toll Settlements (Check one)

a. Interstate:   Average Schedule   Cost Basis

b.

c. Intrastate:   Average Schedule   Cost Basis

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.

j.

PART F.  FUNDS INVESTED IN PLANT DURING YEAR

1.  RUS, RTB, & FFB Loan Funds Expended

2.  Other Long-Term Loan Funds Expended

3.  Funds Expended Under RUS Interim Approval

4.  Other Short-Term Loan Funds Expended

5.  General Funds Expended (Other than Interim)

6.  Salvaged Materials

7.  Contribution in Aid to Construction
8.  Gross Additions to Telecom. Plant (1 thru 7)

PART G.  INVESTMENTS IN AFFILIATED COMPANIES

CURRENT YEAR DATA CUMULATIVE DATA

Cumulative Cumulative

INVESTMENTS Investment Income/Loss Investment Income/Loss Current

This Year This Year To Date To Date Balance

 (a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)

1.  Investment in Affiliated Companies - Rural Development
2.  Investment in Affiliated Companies - Nonrural Development

Page 5 of 6

IA0597

December, 2015

2 1 91 6.53 1.43

351157 X

X

20,324

20,324

346,215 513,292 16,462,43215,949,140

See Accountants' Compilation Report



                                    USDA-RUS BORROWER DESIGNATION

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS PERIOD ENDING

PART H.   CURRENT DEPRECIATION RATES
Are corporation's depreciation rates approved by the regulatory authority
with jurisdiction over the provision of telephone services? (Check one)         YES        NO

EQUIPMENT CATEGORY       DEPRECIATION RATE
1. Land and support assets - Motor Vehicles 
2. Land and support assets - Aircraft 
3. Land and support assets - Special purpose vehicles 
4. Land and support assets - Garage and other work equipment 
5. Land and support assets - Buildings 
6. Land and support assets - Furniture and Office equipment 
7. Land and support assets - General purpose computers 
8. Central Office Switching - Digital 
9. Central Office Switching - Analog & Electro-mechanical 
10. Central Office Switching - Operator Systems
11. Central Office Transmission - Radio Systems
12. Central Office Transmission - Circuit equipment 
13. Information origination/termination - Station apparatus 
14. Information origination/termination - Customer premises wiring
15. Information origination/termination - Large private branch exchanges
16. Information origination/termination - Public telephone terminal equipment 
17. Information origination/termination - Other terminal equipment 
18. Cable and wire facilities - Poles 
19. Cable and wire facilities - Aerial cable - Metal 
20. Cable and wire facilities - Aerial cable - Fiber 
21. Cable and wire facilities - Underground cable - Metal 
22. Cable and wire facilities - Underground cable - Fiber 
23. Cable and wire facilities - Buried cable - Metal
24. Cable and wire facilities - Buried cable - Fiber 
25. Cable and wire facilities - Conduit systems 
26. Cable and wire facilities - Other 
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10.00%

3.00%

10.00%

20.00%

8.33%

10.00%

14.29%

10.00%

6.97%

4.00%

20.00%

December, 2015

IA0597

X

See Accountants' Compilation Report



USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

BORROWER DESIGNATION 

PERIOD ENDED

INSTRUCTIONS – See help in the online application.

PART I – STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS
1. Beginning Cash (Cash and Equivalents plus RUS Construction Fund)

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
2. Net Income

Adjustments to Reconcile Net Income to Net Cash Provided by Operating Activities
3. Add: Depreciation
4. Add: Amortization
5. Other (Explain)

Changes in Operating Assets and Liabilities
6. Decrease/(Increase) in Accounts Receivable
7. Decrease/(Increase) in Materials and Inventory
8. Decrease/(Increase) in Prepayments and Deferred Charges
9. Decrease/(Increase) in Other Current Assets

10. Increase/(Decrease) in Accounts Payable
11. Increase/(Decrease) in Advance Billings & Payments
12. Increase/(Decrease) in Other Current Liabilities
13. Net Cash Provided/(Used) by Operations

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES
14. Decrease/(Increase) in Notes Receivable
15. Increase/(Decrease) in Notes Payable
16. Increase/(Decrease) in Customer Deposits
17. Net Increase/(Decrease) in Long Term Debt (Including Current Maturities)
18. Increase/(Decrease) in Other Liabilities & Deferred Credits
19. Increase/(Decrease) in Capital Stock, Paid-in Capital, Membership and Capital Certificates & Other Capital
20. Less: Payment of Dividends
21. Less: Patronage Capital Credits Retired
22. Other (Explain)

23. Net Cash Provided/(Used) by Financing Activities
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES

24. Net Capital Expenditures (Property, Plant & Equipment)
25. Other Long-Term Investments
26. Other Noncurrent Assets & Jurisdictional Differences
27. Other (Explain)   

28. Net Cash Provided/(Used) by Investing Activities
29. Net Increase/(Decrease) in Cash
30. Ending Cash

Revision Date 2010

IA0597

December, 2015

990,537

381,770

239,281

5,000

See notes to the operating report for telecommunications borrowers. 214,230

4,156

0

20,844

(541,914)

37,254

0

(28,035)

332,586

47,500

0

0

(125,276)

0

(13,918)

0

(154,626)

See notes to the operating report for telecommunications borrowers.
(32,982)

(279,302)

1,320

(82,649)

1,060

See notes to the operating report for telecommunications borrowers.
(185,936)

(266,205)

(212,921)

777,616

See Accountants' Compilation Report



ELLSWORTH COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

NOTES TO THE OPERATING REPORT FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

PART I - STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS

Line 5 - Other - Cash Flows From Operating Activities
Earnings in Subsidiary (353,286)$
Loss in Equity Investment 10,707          
Decrease in Interest and Dividends Receivable 312               
Nonregulated Depreciation 19,583          
Amortization of Franchise Fee Included in Prepayment Change (5,000)           
Increase in Investments 541,914

Total 214,230$

Line 22 - Other - Cash Flows From Financing Activities
Noncash Change in Unrealized Gain on Investment Securities 14,518$        
Decrease in Notes Receivable (47,500)

Total (32,982)$

Line 27 - Other - Cash Flows from Investing Activities
Loss in Equity Investment (10,707)$       
Decrease in Notes Receivable 47,500          
Decrease in Investments (541,914)
Noncash Change in Unrealized Gain on Investment Securities (14,518)         
Nonregulated Depreciation (19,583)         
Less:  Earnings in Subsidiary 353,286

Total (185,936)$



USDA-RUS

OPERATING REPORT FOR
 TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS

BORROWER DESIGNATION

                                               IA0597

INSTRUCTIONS - See RUS Bulletin 1744-2 PERIOD ENDED
                              December, 2015

CERTIFICATION LOAN DEFAULT NOTES TO THE OPERATING REPORT FOR TELECOMMUNICATIONS BORROWERS



Part C: Subscriber (Access Line), Route Mile, & High Speed Data Information
  Type Check Key   Description

Warning 1370 Total Number of Exchanges changed significantly from prior year.

Borrower Explanation: Company added subscribers to higher broadband service rate category in 
Garden City exchange.

Operating Report Checks
Borrower Name: Ellsworth Cooperative Telephone Association Year: 2015
Borrower ID: IA0597 Period: December
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